THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

fame and repute. Mr. Papandreou said immediately he would welcome
such a conference, and we have all met here now in this city, where the
sound of firing can be heard from minute to minute at no great distance.

The next British step was to invite the Archbishop to be chairman
of this Greek conference. We do not intend to obstruct your delibera-
tions. We British and other representatives of the great united
victorious Powers will leave you Greeks to your own discussions under
this most eminent and most venerable citizen, and we shall not trouble
you unless you send for us again. We may wait a little while, but we
have many other tasks to perform in this world of terrible storm.

My hope is, however, that the conference which begins here this
afternoon in Athens will restore Greece once again to her fame and
power among the Allies and the peace-loving peoples of the world, will
secure the Greek frontiers from any danger from the North, and will
enable every Greek to make the best of himself and the best of his
country before the eyes of the whole world.

For all eyes are turned upon this table at the moment, and we
British trust that whatever has happened in the heat of fighting,
whatever misunderstandings there have been, we shall preserve that
old friendship between Greece and Great Britain which played so
notable a part in the establishment of Greek independence.
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